
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draft Ministerial Declaration on Agriculture 
The Agriculture Negotiating Group met on February 27 to advance discussions with a view to agreeing on a 
roadmap ahead of the 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14), scheduled to take place in Yaoundé from March 26 
to 29. 
 
In addition to the eight submissions circulated since December 2025, Argentina tabled a new draft Ministerial 
Decision aimed at relaunching the agriculture negotiations. The proposal seeks to address the persistent deadlock 
in the process by identifying the underlying causes of the stalemate. It also underscores the importance of regular 
exchanges among Ministers and Senior Officials to provide political direction for future work, as appropriate. 
 
While several delegations welcomed the Argentine proposal as a constructive basis for discussions – particularly 
its effort to diagnose the sources of the impasse and outline elements for the post-MC14 process – others expressed 
reservations. Some questioned the use of the term “relaunch”, as well as the linkage drawn between the 
continuation of agricultural reform and the strengthening of global food security. 
 
A number of Members also pointed to the lack of clarity regarding concrete deliverables and the absence of clear 
operational guidance for the post-MC14 phase. These delegations called for the draft Ministerial Decision to be 
accompanied by a detailed work programme on agriculture, informed sources said. 
 
To date, none of the recently circulated texts has secured full consensus among member countries, although the 
Jamaican submission – which emphasizes the principle of food security – received broad recognition and positive 
feedback. 
 
Against this backdrop, the Chair of the agriculture negotiations, Ambassador Ali Sarfraz Hussain (Pakistan), 
circulated a Chair’s draft text with the aim of bridging differences and fostering convergence.  
 
The draft Declaration on Agriculture, Trade and Food Security broadly mirrors the structure of the Argentine 
proposal. It calls for Senior Officials to meet periodically after MC14 to review progress and provide political 
guidance, as needed. 
 
The draft further urges Members to promptly establish a post-Conference meeting calendar and to define 
milestones. It also reaffirms the central role of the Committee on Agriculture in Special Session (CoASS) as the 
designated forum for conducting agriculture negotiations. 
 
This reaffirmation appears to respond to suggestions advocating for a “coalition of the willing” approach, which 
could potentially move negotiations outside the CoASS framework. Such an approach would echo the experience 
in the services sector, where the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) was negotiated plurilaterally by a subset of 
Members outside the formal WTO structure, despite the existence of the Committee on Trade in Services as a 
standing WTO negotiating body. 
 
Ambassador Hussain launched consultations with Members on March 2 based on his draft declaration. He is 
expected to convene a CoASS meeting on March 6 to report on these consultations, with a view to presenting his 
key takeaways at the WTO General Council meeting scheduled for March 10 and 11. 
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