
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus Turns to May 6–7 General Council to Finalize MC14 Outcomes 
 
Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) are gradually resuming work following the 14th 
Ministerial Conference (MC14), with a view to advancing and potentially finalizing the outstanding 
issues from Yaoundé at the upcoming General Council meeting scheduled for May 6–7. 
 
At this meeting, trade observers are expected to closely monitor progress on several key fronts, including 
follow-up discussions on WTO reform, the potential adoption of the Investment Facilitation for 
Development Agreement (IFDA), and developments in the agriculture work programme. 
 
At this stage, the General Council’s agenda remains largely unclear on the MC14 issues. The only 
confirmed item is an update on the Dialogue on Emerging Agricultural Trade Issues, supported by 13 
countries1, including Canada. Nevertheless, some observers suggest that Members may reach a 
compromise on extending the e-commerce moratorium – the lowest hanging fruit – widely viewed as 
the most attainable outcome in the short term. Although Brazil opposed the extension at MC14, it has 
indicated a willingness to reconsider its position, provided that Members commit to engaging in serious 
negotiations on agriculture. 
 
For the 129 IFDA participants, securing ratification of the Agreement remains a significant challenge, 
particularly in light of the need to bring India on board. Meanwhile, work on WTO reform is expected 
to continue, with Members developing concrete proposals aimed at reaching decisions at MC15, 
scheduled to take place in 2028 in Saudi Arabia. 
 
Another key issue to watch concerns the “pathways” or “interim arrangements” envisaged by the 67 
participants in the E-Commerce Agreement. Faced with opposition to formally incorporating the 
Agreement into the WTO legal framework – specifically under Annex 4 of the WTO Agreement – these 
Members have opted for an alternative approach. 
 
Unlike the IFDA, the E-Commerce Agreement was neither formally submitted to Ministers for adoption 
in Yaoundé nor fully presented to the broader Membership in Geneva during the preparatory phase of 
MC14. Instead, participants have chosen to move forward with implementation outside the WTO 
framework, while continuing efforts to eventually secure its recognition as an official WTO plurilateral 
agreement. 
 
In a communication issued on March 28 in Yaoundé, participants stated their intention to implement the 
Agreement on e-commerce as soon as possible, subject to the completion of necessary domestic 

 
1 Australia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Iceland, Liechtenstein, New Zealand, Peru, Switzerland, Ukraine, and 
Uruguay. 
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procedures. The objective is to enable businesses, workers, and consumers to benefit from digital trade 
opportunities while supporting digital transformation through rules-based frameworks. 
 
According to various sources, the group’s broader strategy appears to be aimed at circumventing the 
WTO’s consensus requirement by proceeding with implementation outside the formal institutional 
framework.  
 
The Agreement will enter into force once 45 instruments of acceptance have been deposited. 


